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“Pollos Mallon”      Text – Romans 12:1     HC QA 86       OT Reading – Deuteronomy 6

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
A simplified version of Israel in the OT goes like this: 
· God appears to Abraham and enters into a covenant relationship with him and his descendants, the Jews.  
· And soon after that,  70 descendants of Abraham find themselves in Egypt.  There they live for 400 odd years, eventually becoming slaves there.  
· But at the end of that time, God raises up Moses and he leads the, by now, 100s of 1000s of Jews, out of Egypt and into the Promised Land, Canaan.  
· But before they arrive in Canaan, God gives them 10 words or 10 commandments.  
· “You shall have no other gods before me … You shall not steal,” etc.  
· And I think you boys and girls know how those 10 commandments start, right?  “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”  

· So, God calls them to obedience because He has rescued them.
· But we know the rest of the story of the OT.  Did Israel live according to the way God commanded them to live?  Is their history a history of gratitude and obedience and holiness?  It is not, is it.  
· Just days after being rescued from Egypt, they are longing to be back there.  
· They are soon complaining about a lack of water and food.  
· While Moses is up on the mountain receiving the 10 Commands, what are they busy doing?  Building an idol – a golden calf.  
· And then, despite being commanded not to, they inter-marry with the Moabites.  
· And then you get the times of the Judges and the Kings, and it gets worse and worse.  
· It is a history of occasional obedience mixed with an increasing saturation of ingratitude, disobedience, idolatry and immorality.  
· And let’s be honest, it makes for painful reading.  It is almost unbelievable that those who have experienced such astonishing acts of deliverance are so ungrateful and so disobedient.

Well, as NT believers, we understand that that was, in a sense, inevitable, because all they had was the Law and shadows of the gospel, right?  The essence of the life of a child of God is Jesus Christ.  It was in the OT and it is now.  But they had Him only in the form of ceremonies and sacrifices and types and prophecies.  They saw Him kind of like you see the vague shape of someone on a misty day.  And so, obedience was always going to be ‘hard work’ in OT times.
But now Jesus has come!  And we know this because we have the NT.  He who was the fulfillment of the ceremonies and sacrifices and types and prophecies, came, in the flesh, and died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. 
And it has been our privilege, since May last year, to explore the riches of what Jesus came to do as it is laid out in Romans 1-11.  
· We have been reminded about the nature of and the extent of sin.  
· We have seen that our sin deserves the wrath of God and eternal damnation in hell.  
· But we have seen much, also, about salvation.  
· To stand in God’s presence, we must be righteous.  But because of our sin, we cannot produce this righteousness ourselves.  But it can be ours through faith in Jesus Christ.  Jesus lived a righteous life and He offered Himself as a righteous sacrifice.  And by believing in Him, we can be clothed with His righteousness! 
· And we have seen the significance of the Holy Spirit in our salvation.  
· We have seen that our salvation has eternal origins and that we may be certain about our salvation not because of anything we do, but because of God’s character, and God’s power, and God’s promise.  
And many or most of us have been taught these things since we were knee high to a grasshopper: 
Total depravity, justification by faith alone in Christ alone, saved by grace alone, the permanent indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, the assurance of salvation, and election in eternity past as the origin of your salvation.  

The 10 year olds that arrive in my catechism class are already familiar with these terms and have a basic grasp of what they mean.  
And most of us have read Romans before, have heard it preached before, have studied it in a Bible study, and have heard a number of series on the Heidelberg Catechism that cover the same flow of doctrine; we know this stuff, and could explain it, to one degree or another, if called upon to do so.   
So, unlike as it was for the saints of the OT, for us, Jesus is no vague shape in the mist.  Jesus is the crystal clear Saviour who walks and talks and dies and rises again and who lives and reigns now in heaven where He is interceding for us, that we read about on the pages of the N.T.   Right?  
And if I were to come down now and ask each one of you:

Do you know the Jesus of the Gospels?  
Do you believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins?  
Do you understand the salvation described here in Romans 1-11? 
Do you understand that if it were not for God’s grace in Jesus, you would be condemned to hell for all eternity?  
Do you rejoice that the Spirit of God lives in you?

I am convinced that certainly most of you would answer… Yes!  And you would mean that, sincerely.  
And some of you could say I have known this for 6 years and some for 25 years and some for 58 years and some even more.
And yet, some of us will go home 
· and soon watch something on one screen or another that we know will contain blasphemy, or sexual content, or violence, or innuendo, or ungodly lifestyles and behaviours, or bad language despite knowing these Bible verses well:
· Exodus 20:7  You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God. 

· Ephesians 5:4  Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place.

· Ephesians 5:3  Among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity … because these are improper for God's holy people. 
· And some of us will engage in sexual sin despite knowing that God forbids it in the verse just quoted.

· Words that used to be bleeped out on TV, but sadly are not anymore, will be heard from the mouths of some of us despite the Bible saying: Ephesians 4:29  Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths.

· Some of us will get drunk or high despite the Bible saying: Ephesians 5:18  Do not get drunk on wine.

· Some of us will flare up in anger at someone or something despite the Bible saying: Ephesians 4:31  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger.
· Some of us will cheat on tax forms despite knowing that we are to “render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s.”

· Some of us will tell a lie despite knowing that God loves the truth and hates lies.

· Some of us will go right on with hurtful or neglectful ways of communicating and behaving toward husband or wife despite knowing that we are called to be a Christ-like spouse.

Now, granted, we will not be sinless until we are in glory.  And we saw Paul lament that reality in Romans 7.  
But for some of us, if you will forgive the theologically imperfect illustration, there are significant struggles not with the ‘last 30% of godliness,’ but with ‘the first 70%.’   
Despite knowing the things of God our whole lives, despite being able to recite a good definition of justification, despite knowing the five solas, in Latin!, our language, our thoughts, and our deeds look more like the world’s than those of Jesus.  
We are like the Christians addressed in Hebrews 5:12 where it says, “In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again.  You need milk, not solid food!”
Now, it could be that others of us have heard that list of what we sometimes call ‘Gross sins” and can say, I don’t swear, I don’t blaspheme, I don’t get drunk, I don’t cheat with tax, and I don’t even have TV. 
But we need to avoid being like the Pharisee of Luke who said, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men-- robbers, evildoers, adulterers.”

You see, God has equal hatred for sins such as pride, anxiety, ungodliness, frustration, envy, gossip, discontentment, unthankfulness, impatience, irritability, selfishness, judgmentalism, slander, and lack of self-control.
Indeed, if I just read these few verses from 1 Cor. 13, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails,” 
are there any of us who can say, Yes, I am almost like Jesus?
How much we need then this text of Scripture.  For here in Romans 12:1-2, we move in the flow of Romans from sin and salvation to service.  We saved sinners are urged to respond to our salvation.
And because these verses are foundational to the rest of Romans, we are going to camp here for probably three sermons.  Today then we see that Christian service is Motivated by Mercy.
1. Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, the word “therefore,” as we have noted often before, is a word that means what is about to be said must take into account what has been said.  
a. And that is made doubly clear by the phrase “in view of God’s mercy.”  For God’s mercy has been the theme of Romans 1-11.  If someone were to ask you what the first 11 chapters are all about, you would be right to say, God’s mercy.

i. And everything else after the word “mercy,” every command and admonition and encouragement, flows out of the mercy described in ch’s 1-11. 
2. So in terms of God’s mercy, let’s first contrast ourselves with OT Israel.  
a. And we begin with Israel.

i. God’s mercy was seen, first of all, in the fact that the Jews were His chosen people.  
A. He tells them in Deut 7 that there was nothing about them that made them worthy of being His people.  In fact the Lord makes much of the fact that they were a nobody nation by way of comparison with the world super-powers of that time.
1) Today, it would be like God overlooking the USA or China or Russia for the people of Kiribati.  Kiri..Where?   
ii. But God’s mercy was also their motivation for obedience, as we have seen, “I am the Lord God who rescued you from Egypt.  
A. In essence then, for 1600 years of Jewish history, the message to a people who did not experience it themselves was, ‘God rescued you out of Egypt, so obey His commands.’  And we read of this in Deuteronomy 6, a little earlier.  The Israelites were to teach their children about what God had done as the reason for obedience.
1) So you think about that boys and girls.  Day after day, your father and mother would teach you to obey and to not answer back and to do your homework, etc.  And what is the first question children learn to ask, over and over again?  Why?  And their answer would be?  Because God says so and because He delivered us from Egypt.  And you would think to yourself, but I was never in Egypt.  I never went through the sea on dry ground.  I never saw the manna.  I never saw the walls of Jericho fall down.  What has that got to do with me?  But you would be told, nevertheless, to obey.  
2) And as the years went on, that got harder and harder for each generation who did not experience God’s miraculous deliverance, themselves.

B. But you would be warned, also, that if you do not obey, you would know God’s curse – there might be famine or barrenness or plague or enemies or disease or death.
1) So it was obey and things will go well, disobey and God will punish!

iii. But you were taught, also, that God forgives sins.  How?  Through the sacrifices.  
A. So there were burnt offerings, grain offerings, peace offerings, sin offerings, and guilt offerings.   
B. And some of these were daily sacrifices, and some were monthly sacrifices, and some were annual sacrifices.  
1) So, for example, and this is typical of long lists of similar commands that we find in Leviticus, but Leviticus 15 says that “when a man has a discharge” he is unclean.  And anyone who touches him or something he sat on or lay on is also unclean.  So, he has to wait until the discharge is healed, and then count off seven days, and then wash his clothes and bathe in clean water.  And then the family heads off to the Tabernacle where Dad offers two doves or young pigeons, one as a sin offering and one as a bunt offering.  And dad has to put his hands on them and then kill them and the priest then has to sprinkle their blood on the altar and place them on the altar and burn them.  And everyone knows you are at the tabernacle because of sin.  And this is an ordinary part of everyday life.  And tomorrow, and the day after that, and the week after that, and the month after that, again and again and again, you were back there with more offerings for sin.
iv. That then is the mercy of God in the OT.  And it is mercy.
b. So now, to those of us who stand on this side of the Cross of Christ, come the words of Romans 12:1, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy…”  We too are motivated by mercy.  So how has that mercy been described, thus far, in Romans? 

i. Well, Romans 9:16, says salvation “does not … depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God's mercy.”  
A. You live in a city of 300,000; country of 4 million; world of 7 billion.  There is nothing about you or what you have done that makes you worthy of God’s electing mercy.  
ii. And what is it that motivates our obedience?  What is the sacrifice for our sins?
A. Romans 3:25  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known … This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe … God presented [Jesus] as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in His blood.
B. Romans 5:1  We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
C. Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
D. Romans 6:18  You have been set free from sin.   
E. Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
1) As a believer, you have BEEN clothed with the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ.  God has ‘dressed’ you in Jesus.
2) You can never be more forgiven than you are now.  “It is finished!”
3) You have peace with God.  
4) Eternal life is yours and it cannot be taken from you.
a) And salvation is something personally experienced by every believer.  “Jesus loves me, this I know!  For the Bible tells me so!” 
iii. Well, sadly, you still sin.  So can you expect to be punished for your sins?  Will there be curse for you, even if you are disobedient?  No!  Listen carefully; don’t misunderstand!!  Are there consequences for sin?  Yes.  Does the Lord discipline those He loves?  Yes.  But Jesus has endured the full punishment.  Jesus has removed the curse, completely.  Romans 8:1  There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  
A. Or, as we more literally translated it when we looked at that verse, “In no possible way, no not even one, nothing, none, is there therefore now condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  
iv. So must you make a daily sacrifice of blood to atone for your sins?  No.  Romans 6:10  The death [Jesus] died, He died to sin once for all.  
A. So, how do you deal with your sins?  By praying to the Lord, whenever and wherever, and asking for His forgiveness, sincerely, trusting that in Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
v. And is there a power unto godliness in you that is superior than was the case for the Israelites?  Absolutely.  Romans 8:6, “The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.”  
A. You have the Holy Spirit living in you.
vi. And unlike the Israelites, you can take up your own Bible, any time, any day, and read it there for yourself.  
Just a small part of everything that adds up to ‘The Mercy of God.’  In Greek, it is mercies – plural.  

There is a Greek phrase which is used many in the NT as a form of contrast.  It is two words, pollo mallon.  And they translate as, “How much more…”

If God showed mercy to Israel and expected their gratitude and obedience, then in view of the clarity and fullness and breadth and simplicity and personal and powerful nature of the mercy He has shown you, pollo mallon?  How much more?  How much more? 
Do you see the mercy that is yours in Jesus Christ?   Is it any wonder that later in Ephesians, this same Apostle will pray that we believers might have power “to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ”?  
Holy living is fuelled by God’s love and mercy and grace to me in Jesus Christ, which I do not deserve.  So in the moment of temptation, 
· To be angry

· To be selfish

· To injure husband or wife

· To answer back Mum or Dad

· To click the mouse

this is what you must remember and meditate on and hurl at the devil – I cannot sin, devil, because God has shown me great mercy!!!  Lord Jesus, help me!  Amen.
